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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FLORISTS GET MORE DESIGN POSSIBILITIES WITH THE FLOWER BAG™

Purse Combines Evening Bag Functionality with Real Flower Beauty

Spring Lake, New Jersey (January 1, 2005) – Merging the function of an evening bag with the sophisticated look of real flowers, The Flower Bag™ offers florists a new arrangement tool, and allows women to flaunt an exclusive style at special occasion events.

Created by local entrepreneur Barbara Parnell, the purse includes a custom insert – a piece of floral foam that sits in a plastic film lining on top of the bag.  When fresh or silk flowers are arranged in the insert, the bag appears as an arrangement of fresh flowers.  Available in large and small sizes, The Flower Bag™ is ideal for special occasions from weddings to gala events, and can be used instead of ordinary corsages and bouquets.  Best of all, each arrangement is unique and designed to match individual attire.  The bags are completely reusable when customers reuse the plastic film and purchase a new piece of floral foam at florists or local craft stores.

Florists can now buy the bags at wholesale prices, and feature the distinctive purses at their shops.  Direct orders can be made via the web site, allowing florists to reorder as needed.  Florists can become fashion designers, bringing their distinct floral collections to the fashion world as women carry the bags to special events, showing off the one-of-a-kind arrangements.

Parnell created the design concept and chose the large purses to be featured in white, black and ivory.  Smaller bags, ideal for use in lieu of corsages or for communions, are available in white, black and silver.  The handbags can be custom-made to suit individual specifications depending on the volume of the order.

“I think that flowers speak to everyone’s heart,” says Parnell, who saw a purse adorned with silk flowers at a St. Maarten boutique while on vacation.  She did not want to pay an exorbitant amount of money to carry a distinguishing purse that she could create herself. She worked with silk flowers, but her true passion was in figuring out how to make a purse that would contain live flowers. About two years later, she designed a prototype of the bag and had it produced – now, The Flower Bag™ is turning heads because it’s practical and customizable.  

She intends to donate some profits from bag sales to help African children who have been orphaned by the AIDS epidemic.  She was moved by a similar project that Oprah Winfrey conducted, and feels passionately about reaching out to the children.

Marketed towards special occasion publications, boutiques and floral shops, The Flower Bag™ is now available.  For more information about The Flower Bag™, visit www.theflowerbag.com.
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